
Welcome Back to School 
 

Exciting changes have taken place over the summer. We have a new building, improved 
landscaping and two new teachers, Ms. Amy Siebert (1st grade teacher) and Ms. Janine Ben-
nette (4th grade teacher).  Three teachers are teaching different grades: Mrs. Misty Grant 
(2nd grade), Ms. Sandra Malcolm (5th grade) and Mrs. 
Tami Brinson (6th grade).  In the office, Mrs. Cari 
Hoover is our new Administrative Assistant, and Mrs. 
Jeanette Big is now the Business Manager.  

Important 
Dates 

 
 
August 
 
   5th Early Release 
 
   7th Gecko Gazette out 
 
   13th GPA Meeting 3:15 PM (Library) 
 
   14th Little Caesar’s Fund Raiser starts 
 
   19th Early Release 
 
   28th Gecko Gazette deadline 
 
   29th GEA Garage Sale  
  
 
September 
 
   2nd  Early Release 
 
   2nd  Little Caesar’s orders due in 
 
    4th Picture day 
 
   7th No School  (Labor Day) 
 
   10th GPA Meeting 3:15 PM 
 
   14th Pick up Little Caesar’s order  
           1-5 PM. 
 
   16th 40th day  
 
   23rd Early Release 
 
   25th End of 1st Quarter 
 
   25th Attendance Ceremony 1:45 PM 
 
   25th Box tops due in 
 
   25th Gecko Gazette deadline 
 
   26th Fiesta Sahuarita  
           8 AM 5K/1M Run 3-8 PM Fiesta 
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We have grass!!! 
 
A special thanks to Mr. Big who 
worked with Lowe’s and Home 
Depot to get the grass donated 
to GEA.  Before the grass could 
be laid down, time was spent 
preparing the ground so the 
grass could take root and grow.  
The yellow caution tape is up to 
protect the grass until it is ready 
for students to play on.  More 
grass will be laid down section 
by section. 

New Building 
 
A new building is currently being put 
together east of the large basketball 
court.  Band and Art classes will be held 
there when everything is complete.   

Ms. Amy Siebert           Ms. Janine Bennette       Mrs. Cari Hoover 



By Elijah (5th Grade) 
 
  Fifth grade started their first week of school   The first 
week everyone got to know each other.  On Friday we learned 
how to make sonobe cubes.  Our class started working on     
fractions.  We also started a science lesson on pendulums or 
swingers (a mass swinging back and forth).  The Fifth Grade is 
having a good year.  Some of our topics are math (adding and 
subtracting fractions), social studies (natural resources and our 
land).  This is just some of our topics.  We are very happy to 
have Ms. Malcolm as our teacher.  The Fifth Grade class is 
looking forward to the rest of the year.  

By Hope, Nique, and Olivia (6th Grade) 
 
Mrs. Brinson’s class on August 4th went out on the nature trail to 
get some desert samples.  They went to get some samples because 
they were going to make bookmarks.  When we were out there we 
learned about some of the plants.  When we were all done we went 
back to the classroom and started working on the bookmarks.  Mrs. 
Brinson got out her 45 record player and all the kids in the class 
started jamming out. 

By Haley (8th Grade) 
 
7th and 8th graders are 
learning about the  desert 
plants.  They first went 
out on the desert trail.  
They were looking for different kinds 
of plant samples.  When they got back 
to class the samples were 
as small as a mesquite tree 
pod to as big as a cholla 
rib.  These samples were 
then mounted on paper and 
students researched the 
plant sample they chose.   

By Kimberly (7th Grade) 
 
The 7th and 8th graders did a Desert Plant 
Scavenger Hunt.   We needed to find a plant or 
two that fit the description.  Some students 
took pictures, drew, or grabbed parts of these 
plants.   
 
An example question was :  Find a plant with 
no leaves.  How does it perform photolysis? 

Mrs. Hunt’s 4th 
grade class is 
studying  
explorers.  We 
are also building 
ships. 

By Baylee (7th Grade) 
 
Which would you rather be, predator 
or prey?   7th and 8th grade are put 
into groups with a predator, a prey 
and a plant.  A lot of students were 
predators with very little prey.   After 
that we learned that every ecosystem 
must have predators, prey, and 
plants.  If every ecosystem didn’t 
have those three things then animals 
would overpopulate and eventually 
die and become extinct.  



     Welcome to all new and returning fami-
lies!! We are excited about the new school year 

and have several projects that we would like to see completed.  Last 
year we were able to put graphics on the school bus, new lunch tables in the ra-

mada and new carpet and paint in the library. 
 
Our first GPA meeting of the school year is August 13, 2009 at 3:15 PM.  The meet-
ing will be held in the library and EVERYONE is invited and encouraged to attend.  
We look forward to meeting new people and seeing familiar faces. 
 
If you did not receive a GPA Welcome Packet at Meet and Greet, please go to the 
office for one.  The packet is full of helpful information and forms.  You can also 
visit our website at www.geckoparents.org  to familiarize yourself with happenings 
at the school. 

July 
   Mrs. Jeanette Big  7/08    
   Ms. Sandra Malcolm 7/16 
    
   Julia (1st Grade) 7/02 
   Lucas (4th Grade) 7/02 
   Jordan (1st Grade) 7/02 
   Alexander (2nd Grade) 7/05 
   Jordan (2st Grade) 7/05 
   Ashley (1st Grade) 7/07 
   Cody (Kindergarten)    7/08 
   Lindsay (Kindergarten) 7/09 
   Alex (4th Grade) 7/09 
   William (Kindergarten) 7/11 
   James (1st Grade) 7/11 
   Joshua (1st Grade) 7/11 
   Helen (Kindergarten) 7/12 
   Hannah (Kindergarten) 7/16 
   Hogan (4th Grade) 7/16 
   Tristan (4th Grade) 7/16 
   Debbie (5th Grade)         7/17 
   Hannah (6th Grade) 7/20 
   Gabriel (Kindergarten)    7/20 
   Kylie (2nd Grade) 7/22 
   Cory (3rd Grade) 7/24 
   Ivonne (Kindergarten) 7/25 
   Katerina (2nd Grade) 7/28 
   Amaris (1st Grade) 7/30 

   Q.   What do you call a snowman in July? 
   A.   A puddle! 
 
   Q.   What does the wind eat? 
   A.   A wind meal! 
 
   Q.  Why can’t you tell a joke while you're on ice? 
   A.  Because it might crack up! 
 
Submit any jokes, riddles, poems to the Gecko  
Gazette in library.  

August 
   Mrs. Sandra Hunt 8/12 
   Mrs. Gillian Lynch  8/15    
   Ms. Beth Phillips 8/21 
   
   Marina (Kindergarten)  8/01 
   Brian (3rd Grade)  8/02 
   Michael (3rd Grade)  8/03 
   Noah (1st Grade)  8/06 
   Leah (7th Grade)  8/07      
   Megan (2nd Grade)         8/08 
   Taylor (7th Grade)   8/09 
   Kit (2nd Grade)  8/09 
   Sophie (3rd Grade) 8/10 
   Jared (Kindergarten)   8/10 
   Keeley (2nd Grade)   8/12 
   Christopher (4th Grade)  8/14 
   Hanna (2nd Grade)  8/16 
   Jaeger (1st Grade)  8/17 
   Michael (2nd Grade)  8/19 
   Victor (7th Grade)  8/20 
   Julien (3rd Grade)  8/20 
   Bryan (4th Grade  8/21 
   Hannah (4th Grade)  8/21 
   Samantha (8th Grade)  8/21 
   Baylee (7th Grade)  8/23 
   Alexandria (7th Grade)  8/25 
   Felicia (2nd Grade)   8/26 
   Jasmine (2nd Grade)  8/28 
   Kassandra (Kindergarten) 8/30 
   Sean (3rd Grade)  8/31 

August 3, 2009 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Phillips, 
 
   My name is Christina Powell and I am a 
resident of Sahuarita.  I take my two year 
old daughter to Tricia’s Learning Center, 
which I am sure you are familiar with and 
know that it is located behind Great  
Expectations.  I know, in general, Camino 
Antigua Road can be desolate, but now that 
there is a daycare as well as a school, there 
is more traffic.  I wanted to express a  
concern I have about this traffic.  On three 
separate occasions, both coming into and 
leaving Camino Antigua Road, I was  
almost hit by parents leaving Great  
Expectations.  I did notice that these  
parents were not looking both ways before 
exiting the school parking lot.  I know there 
is a stop sign at the exit of your school but 
parents of Great Expectations appear to be 
ignoring  it since that road is generally 
slow.  I am asking that you remind your 
parents that there is more traffic on this 
road now and that they need to be more 
cautious.  The safety of our children is so 
important and road etiquette should be as 
well.  I’m sure any parent would agree.  
Thank you very much for reading my  
concern; I thought it was very important to 
bring it to your attention before an accident 
happens. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christina Powell 



Attention Families! 
 
We will be having a GEA Garage Sale on Saturday, August 29th, 2009.  This will be a school-wide 
fundraiser for “classroom essentials”.  Start saving your saleable items now!   More information to 
come. 

 The Little Caesar’s Fund Raiser will be raising funds for programs, cameras, and equip-
ment for computer lab, PE and track, band and more.   Forms will be sent home August 14th. 
Orders will be due September 2nd, and pick up will be September 14th. 

    We had a wonderful turnout for this 
year’s volunteer training meeting!  
Thank you to everyone who attended 
and are going to be helping out at school.   
Please contact the office if you would 
like to volunteer, but were unable to   
attend the meeting.  Volunteers, in any 
capacity, need to complete our training. 


