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Calendar 
 

December  
 
3-Last Day of  Book Fair 
   Book Fair Break Down 
   Gecko Gazette Sent Home 
 
4-Holiday Craft Fair 8 AM-12 PM 
 
7-Band Concert 6:30 PM  
    Good Shepherd Church 
 
8-Early Release 11:30 AM 
 
9-GPA Meeting 3:15 PM 
 
13-3rd Grade Recorder Concert 10 AM 
 
16– Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
 
17-Early Release 
      End of 2nd Quarter 
      Box Tops Due 
      Attendance Ceremony 8:30 AM 
 
20-Jan. 7-Winter Break 
 

 
January 
 
13-GPA Meeting 3:15 PM 
     Spelling Bee (3rd-8th) 9:00 AM 
 
14-Gecko Gazette Sent Home 
     Yearbook Cover Contest Starts 
 
15-GEA 5K/1M Family Fun Run 
 
17-No School/Martin Luther King Day 
 
18-100th Day 
 
26-Early Release 
 
28-Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
      Yearbook Cover Contest Ends 

 
 

February 
 
4-Class/School Groups Picture Day 
    Gecko Gazette  Sent Home 
 
7-11-School Wide Voting  - Yearbook    
        Cover Contest 
 
14-Valentine’s Day 
      Yearbook Cover Winner Announced 
 
22-Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
 
24-25-No School (Rodeo Days) 
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2010 Winners 
 
Isabella (Mrs. Grant’s 1st Grade) 
Milo (Mrs. Salerno’s 1st Grade) 
Caitlin (Mrs. Wiebe’s 2nd Grade) 
Matthew (Mrs. Voorhees’ 2nd 
Grade) 
Kelly (Miss Siebert’s 3rd Grade) 
Samantha (Ms. Cruse’s 3rd Grade) 
Sara (Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped with this year’s 
food drive.  We collected over 1800 items. Great Job! Green 
Valley/Sahuarita Community Food Bank really appreciated all 
the items that were donated.  Special thanks to the student    
volunteers in Mrs. Hunt’s and Ms. Malcolm’s classes and Girl 
Scout Troop #748 in collecting, sorting and packing. Miss 
Siebert’s 3rd Grade collected 359 items for 1st place.  Mrs. 
Hunt’s took 2nd place collecting 328 items and Mrs. Puckett’s 
Kindergarten came in 3rd place with 163 items.  

By Gabby (Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 
 
On November 24, 2010, we honored Ms. 
Beth Phillips who is a breast cancer survi-
vor. We dressed up in pink, and we made a 
big paper chain and took lots of pictures.  
We then took the chain to Ms. Phillips, and 
she kept it in her office.  It was all pink 
day! There were ribbons and balloons 
hanging, boys wore ties and we used pink 
for the whole chain.  We even made the 
chain ourselves.  The ramada even had 
pink ribbons hanging, and Ms. Phillips 
thanked us for all we did for her. 

GEA would like to extend a 
great big Thank You to Sonja 
Van Buren who donated atlas 
books to both our 5th grade 
classes last month.  



Thanksgiving 
By Emma J. (Mrs. Salerno’s 1st Grade) 

 
Thanksgiving is a day we give thanks to all 
that have been nice to us. 
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Colin (KG) 12/03 
David (6th) 12/03 
Michael (2nd) 12/04 
Cody (3rd) 12/04 
Victoria (6th) 12/05 
Abigail (1st) 12/07 
Quinn (5th) 12/08 
Nia (2nd) 12/09 
Kimberly (8th) 12/12 
Joshua (1st) 12/13 
Desarae (5th) 12/16 
Maxwell (7th) 12/16 
Remington (2nd) 12/18 
Emry (2nd) 12/21 
Jacob (KG) 12/22 
Skyler (5th) 12/24 
Alexa (7th) 12/26 
Taylor (3rd) 12/27 
Irene (3rd) 12/29 

 
Staff 

Mrs. Salerno 12/01 
Miss Siebert 12/05 
Mrs. Grant 12/08 
Mrs. Hanson 12/10 

 

Holiday Jokes!!! 
 
Q. What is a bear’s favorite drink? 
A.  Coca Koala. 
 
Q. What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire?  
A.  Frostbite. 
 
Q. What kind of bird can write? 
A.  A pen-guin. 
 
Q. How does a snowman lose weight? 
A.  He waits for the weather to get warmer. 
 
Q. What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 
A.  Frosted Flakes! 
 
Q. Why is it always cold at Christmas?  
A.  Decemberrrr! 

Kris Kingle Cookies 
 

 

Material 

 Heart-shaped cookie cutter 

 

Igredients 

 Sugar cookie dough  White icing 

 Shredded coconut  Red decorating gel 

 Mini chocolate chips 

 

Directions: 

     1.Cut out sugar cookie dough using a heart-shaped cookie cutter and bake 

according to the package or recipe directions.  

     2. Once they have cooled, turn each heart upside down and frost the two 

rounded parts with white icing. Then top with shredded coconut to create Santa's 

beard and sideburns.  

     3. Use red decorating gel to turn the point of the heart into Santa's hat and add 

more coconut for the trim. 

      4.  Add mini chocolate chip eyes and a red gel nose, and you've got yourself 

one jolly old elf.  

GEA School Tax Credit 2010 
 
IT’S THIS EASY! 
 
If you want to support one or more of the extracurricular programs that GEA 
offers, simply write a check made out to GEA and indicate which            
extracurricular activities you would like to support. 
 
GEA will provide you with a receipt verifying you have contributed to an 
eligible extracurricular activity. 
 
GEA will be sending the school tax credit forms home next week and they 
will also be available on line at the GEA web site:www.geageckos.org. 



The Extraordinary Field Trip 
By AJ (Miss Siebert’s 3rd Grade) 

 
Swish go the doors for the 3rd grade class.  Walking through the door, the class and I 
were on a field trip to Fry’s.  It was fun!  We got free samples of food.  We learned that 
white cheddar cheese is the most famous cheese in America.  Then, finally, we had to go 
and say goodbye.   

Fry’s 
By Abrielle (Miss Siebert’s 3rd Grade) 

 
Our 3rd grade class went to Fry’s.  It was a great trip.  We got to eat Cheerios, cheese 
sticks, cookies, and some fruits.  We got to drink milk and apple juice.  I learned that milk 
makes our bones stronger.  We also talked about the food pyramid.  Our class talked about 
how it’s great to brush our teeth.  The ladies also told us about how to keep our bodies 
clean.  In the dairy place we got to drink milk.  I saw a picture of some cows on a farm to 
show where milk comes from.  I learned a lot about food.  We had a great tour at Fry’s.  

Halloween Carnival 
What We Liked Best! 

Interview by Brianna (Mrs. Wiebe’s 2nd grade) 
 
Wesley-We won prizes! 
Lily-Getting all the Eegee’s! 
Noah-They threw footballs! 
Crystal-She liked playing Candle Out! 
Nia-Being with her friends! 
Joey– He also liked Candle Out! 
Julia-She liked playing balloon darts! 
Emma-I liked the duck pond! 

Fall Festival  
By Demario  

(Mrs. Wiebe’s 2nd Grade) 
 
Mrs. Wiebe’s second grade class sang “Thanks for           
Thanksgiving”.  Mrs. Voorhees’ class sang “Over the River” 
during the Fall Festival program.   “Thanks for Thanksgiving” 
started out like this, “Thanks for Thanksgiving for turkey and 
pie”.  Clay and Noah did the turkey and pie parts.  

Thanks and Giving 
By Megan & Alayna  

(Ms. Malcolm’s 5th Grade) 
 

Our Fall Festival was a great success! We performed a skit, 
a rap, and a poem. Here’s a copy of the poem for you to 
enjoy! 

 
On Thanksgiving Day we eat, we love, we pray  

 
We sit down together and share a feast in beautiful weather 

 
Take a look around, up to the sky and down to the ground 

 
We live on such a beautiful earth 

 
We are thankful for Thanksgiving 

 
(Both the thanks and the giving) 

By Isabelle, Hunter, Miguel & Cory 
(Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 

 
On November 18th, Mrs. Hunt’s fourth grade class went to Madera Canyon for a 
hike.  There were six groups, and each was lead by a volunteer.  They are not called 
volunteers, however, they are referred to as docents.  They take time out of their busy 
schedule to guide us through the trails of Madera Canyon.  We were each given our 
own compass and were able to borrow binoculars.  We saw many types of trees and 
plants.  Doug Moore, the Education Direcctor for The Friends of Madera Canyon, 
even showed us a live tarantula.  We saw the remains of what is called the White 
House and also the gravesite of a mom and her baby.  Towards the end of the hike, 
we all had the opportunity to grind mesquite beans and taste them. They had cookies 
made for us that were made from the mesquite beans.  They were great! 

Mrs. Lynch’s Garden Club is changing the look of the GEA    
campus. The students work hard laying out and planting plants. 

GEA 
Garden 

Club 



Cloudy with a Chance of Turkey 
By Katy (Miss Siebert’s 3rd Grade) 

Art by Alaura & Angelena (Mrs. Edwards’ 8th Grade) 
 
It was the night before Thanksgiving.  After being read a terrific story, I was 
day-dreaming of turkeys, honey roasted hams, corn, and mashed potatoes, so I 
decided to go to bed early.  So, I drifted off to my bed.  I thought I was going 
crazy because on my way up the stairs, I heard a turkey sizzling on the grill.  
So, I ran up to my bed and fell asleep.  Suddenly, I woke up on a bacon bed, by 
a shrimp alarm clock, and chocolate night stand, in a pancake house. I walked 
outside recognizing it was Thanksgiving Day.  It was lightly sprinkling corn 
and tiny drips of gravy.  So I grabbed a steak and laid it on the cookie        
sidewalk, so some extra gravy could get on it.  I went back inside to watch the 
weather on a bread and peanut T.V., so I could see if I could have a picnic.  
They said major rain and lightning storms. “That’s silly,” I thought.  “It’s 
hardly raining.”  Then, I looked out the window.  The corn was raining so hard, 
the whole cob was falling down.  There was horrible churros lightning.  I ran 
under my bacon bed hoping it would stop soon.  Suddenly, I smelled a ham.  I 
woke up, and finally, it was actually Thanksgiving Day.  It was snowing, so I 
played in the snow.  The snow was hot, and it was mashed potatoes! 

GEA needs your help!  If anyone has taken pictures or videos of any school    
activity this year, please share them with us.  The pictures could be used for the Gecko 
Gazette, yearbook or teachers’ website.  You can send in a CD or bring your memory 
cards to Miss Dotty in the library for transferring pictures, or you may email to   
geayearbook@hotmail.com. 

CALLING ALL GECKOS! 
  
Get ready!  The 4th annual Feeling Fit 5K is just around the corner!  Come out for a fun morning of fitness, refreshments, prizes, awards and music!  Help 
support Great Expectations Academy, and show your school spirit by walking in the 1 mile fun run or challenging yourself with the 5K (3.1 miles).   
The festivities begin at 9 am on Saturday, January 15, 2011, on the big field.  Flyer will be sent home next week, if you cannot make the date, pass the flier 
on to someone who can. All  proceeds will go toward the new building fund!   
  
Want to volunteer?  Contact Coach Moore at rsmoore91@hotmail.com.   
  
CAN'T WAIT TO SEE ALL THE GECKOS OUT ON THE COURSE! 
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By Elizabeth & Jacob 
(Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 

 
Do you like McDonald’s?  Well, I hope that you were there on 
McDonald’s Night for GEA.  McDonald’s Night was on      
November 17th.  If you like McDonalds, and you were there, 
you must have eaten a lot because we raised a lot of money for 
our school.  We hope to see you at our next McDonald’s Night 
for GEA. 


