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November  
 
5-Gecko Gazette Sent Home 
 
8– Food Drive Starts 
 
11-No School/Veteran’s Day 
 
19-GEA Fall Festival K-8th TBA 
 
23-Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
     Food Drive Ends 
 
24-Early Release 11:30 AM 
     Book Fair Set Up 11:30 AM 
 
29-K-8th Book Fair Preview 
 
29-Dec 3-Book Fair 
 
30-Book Fair Family Night 
 
December 
 
3-Last day of Book Fair 
   Book Fair Break Down 
   Gecko Gazette Sent Home 
 
4-Holiday Craft Fair 
 
8-Early Release 11:30 AM 
 
9-GPA Meeting 3:15 PM 
 
16-Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
 
17-Early Release  
     End of 2nd Quarter 
     Box Tops Due 
     Attendance Ceremony 8:30 AM 
 
20-Jan. 7-Winter Break 
 
January 
 
13-GPA Meeting 3:15 PM 
 
14-Gecko Gazette Sent Home 
     Spelling Bee (3rd-8th) 9:00 AM 
     Yearbook Cover Contest Starts 
 
15-GEA 5K/1M Family Fun Run 
 
17-No School/Martin Luther King Day 
 
18-100th Day 
 
26-Early Release 
 
28-Gecko Gazette Deadline 2:00 PM 
     Yearbook Cover Contest Ends 

Read about our mystery photo on page 2. 

To celebrate Halloween, GEA Student  Council sponsored a carnival and dance on October 29th from 5 to 7 
PM.  There were games, prizes, face painting, food and music.  All GEA students and their families were   
invited. Of course, GEA student Council could not do this on their own.  Many parents and friends volunteered  
to make this event a great success. GEA student council sold 528 Boo-Grams.  The carnival raised over $500. 
Thanks for your support! 
 
GEA Student Council would like to thank Mrs. Chapin, Mrs. Edwards, and all the volunteers for their help and 
support.  

GEA staff, students and family members 
participated in the 46th Annual White      
Elephant Country Fair Parade on Saturday, 
Oct. 30th.  Volunteers got up early and met at 
the parade route to put the float together. The 
excitement in the air kept everyone’s spirits 
high.  The GEA Pep Squad and Jazz Band      
performed. Everyone enjoyed themselves.  
White Elephant is a non-profit group of vol-
unteers who sell donated items to the public.  
For the second year in a row, GEA’s float 
won 1st place in the Youth Division.  Great 
job, Geckos! The money raised is given out 
yearly to schools and charitable service or-
ganizations in the area.   

GEA’s annual costume parade 



November Birthdays 
 
Michael (KG) 11/01 
Matthew (3rd) 11/01 
Nan (4th) 11/02 
Ethan S. (KG) 11/03 
Evangeline (2nd) 11/07 
Damien (5th) 11/07 
James (2nd) 11/07 
Joshua (2nd) 11/07 
Christina (3rd) 11/09 
Anne (1st) 11/10 
Kaileen (KG) 11/10 
Kathryn (7th) 11/12 
Ian (1st)  11/13 
Amanda (1st) 11/13 
Charles (KG) 11/15 
Elizabeth (4th) 11/15 
Reid (2nd) 11/15 
Jacob (4th) 11/16 
Wesley (2nd) 11/20 
Daniel (1st) 11/20 
Lauren (4th) 11/21 
Anthea (KG) 11/21 
Theodore (5th) 11/21 
Rebekah (3rd) 11/27 
Nehemiah (5th) 11/29 
Shane (KG) 11/30 
Erik (KG) 11/30 
Talia (5th) 11/30 
 
Staff 
Mrs. Chapin 11/28 

 
 
 
 
What smells the best at a Thanksgiving dinner? 
Your nose! 
 
What sound does a space turkey make? 
Hubble, Hubble, Hubble! 
 
How did the Mayflower show that it liked America? 
It hugged the shore! 
 
When the Pilgrims landed, where did they stand? 
On their feet! 
 
What does a cop eat on Thanksgiving? 
Corn on the cop? 
 
What did the turkey say before it was roasted? 
Boy, I am stuffed. 
 
What's the best way to stuff a turkey? 
Serve him lots of pizza and ice cream. 

Hi, I am Isabelle (Mrs. Hunt’s 4th 
Grade) and I interviewed Mrs. Noriega, 
our mystery photo. 
Mrs. Noriega spends a lot of time in the 
office laminating for the GEA Staff and 
making copies for Mrs. Salerno and 
Ms. Malcolm each week.  She has one 
child, Jacob, who is in Ms. Malcolm’s 
5th Grade.  She has been a volunteer at 
GEA for five years.  Mrs. Noriega used 
to be a Flight Attendant for 21 years. 
Next time you see Mrs. Noriega, give 
her a big thank you for all she does at 
GEA. 

Chocolate Pumpkin Eater Treats™          

Ingredients �

3 tablespoons butter or margarine  
1 package (10 oz., about 40) regular marshmallows or 4 cups     
   miniature marshmallows  
6 cups crisped rice  
6 pretzel rod sticks, broken in half or 12 wooden ice cream sticks  

                                       1 cup semi-sweet chocolate morsels  
                                       1 tablespoon shortening  
                                       Multi-colored sprinkles  

Directions 

In a large saucepan melt butter over low heat. Add marshmallows and stir until completely 
melted. Remove from heat. 
2. Add crisped rice cereal. Stir until well coated. 
3. Using 1/2-cup measuring cup coated with cooking spray divide warm cereal mixture into 
portions. Using buttered hands shape each portion into ball. Push one pretzel piece into 
each. Cool. 
4. In small sauce pan combine chocolate morsels and shortening. Cook over low heat until 
melted, stirring constantly. Dip tops of balls into chocolate. Decorate with sprinkles. Place on 
wax-paper-lined baking sheet. Refrigerate until chocolate is firm. Individually wrap in plastic 
wrap. Best if served the same day. 

 

MICROWAVE DIRECTIONS: 
In microwave-safe bowl heat butter and marshmallows on HIGH for 3 minutes, stirring after 2 
minutes. Stir until smooth. Follow steps 2 and 3 above. In a small microwave-safe bowl      
combine chocolate morsels and shortening. Microwave on HIGH for 1 minute or until melted, 
stirring every 15 seconds. Continue with recipe as directed above. Microwave cooking times 
may vary. 

Preparation Time: 20 minutes Total Time to Serve: 60 minutes Servings: 12 

Check out GEA’s web site:  www.geageckos.org 

Congratulations to Mrs. Grant’s class for collecting the most Box 
Tops for the 1st quarter of the year.  The class collected over 700 
Box Tops! 



Ms. Malcolm’s 5th Grade 
By Megan  

 
This past week our class wrote two Halloween poems.  We wrote one 
of them about the color orange and how it relates to Halloween which 
can be viewed in our window.  Our other poem, we wrote about    
scarecrows and had to have our scarecrow’s favorite color, favorite 
place to hang out, what they like to do on Halloween and their secret.  
We even colored our own special scarecrows, and made a background 
for them!  What has your class done for Halloween? 

Mrs. Wiebe’s 2nd Grade 
By Emmett 

 
We hatched some butterflies.  First we had caterpillars, then 
we had cocoons, then one died.  Then we had butterflies!!! 

Ice Melt Day 
By Brady and Miguel (Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 

 
One weekend, Ms. Cruse thought about the Ice Melt idea,     
thinking it was a good activity for the kids.  On September 26th, 
Ms. Cruse placed a bag of ice outside so classes could guess how 
long it would take for the ice to turn to water.  The students had 
fun guessing how long it would take.  The winning class got  
popsicles.  It took 3 hours and ten minutes for the ice to melt.  
The winning class was Mrs. Hunt’s 4th grade class.  

Math Word of the Week 
By Brady and Miguel  

(Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 
 
Ms. Cruse came up with the 
Math Word of the Week idea.  
We asked if this would go on 
for the entire school year.  She 
said it would, and also that 
this will continue for the next 
school year.  We hope that 
everyone enjoys learning a 
new math word each week. 

Fire Fighters!! 
By Christina (Ms. Siebert’s Third Grade) 

 
Fireman Greg came to our class on October 27th 
to read a story called “The Paper Bag Princess.”  
It was a good book.  It’s about a princess and a 
dragon who destroyed her castle and all her nice 
clothes.  All that was left was a brown paper bag.  
The dragon had left with the prince.  So, the   
princess risked her whole life to save the prince.  
In the end, she saved the prince, but all he said 
was, “Look at you, you look awful.”  I thought 
Fireman Greg did an awesome job!  Good work, 
Fireman Greg! 

Lawn 
By Cory & Julien (Mrs. Hunt’s 4th Grade) 

 
We talked with Mr. Big about the lawn between the kindergarten and library 
building.  Wow! A lot of work went into getting the lawn to look good.  Mr. Big 
first had to loosen up the ground, then fertilizer was put down, and then new 
seed which was covered up with mulch.  The mulch covers the seed so that birds 
don’t eat it and it also keeps the seeds wet.  It should be ready soon to play on. 
GEA will be putting in permanent benches around the school and they are    
looking for other stuff to put on the playground. 

Pumpkin Harvest 
First graders went on their annual trip to Agua Linda Farms in 
Amado.  The students had a great time playing in the hay 
maze, sack races, climbing mounds of hay, the petting zoo and 
getting to pick a small pumpkin to take home. 



Bear Essential News Workshop 
By Cynthia (Mrs. Mohler’s 6th grade) 

 
On Saturday the 23rd, I went to the workshop for Bear Essential News 
for kids.  It was in Tucson at the KVOA News 4 station.  They taught us 
all about speech, how to do interviews, and what to write about.  We 
also got to sit at the desk where the anchor people sit to talk about the 
news.  When we sat down, they also let us read off the teleprompter.  
They had different stages as well, and they let us make a press passes.  I 
had fun, and it was a great experience.  

GEA’s Book Fair will start on  
November 29th and end on December 3rd.  
Money raised during the Book Fair will be 
used to purchase books for the library and 
book sets for the teachers. 
 
Dates: Nov. 29th - School Preview 
           Nov. 30th - Family Night 
           Dec. 1st - Grandparent Day 
           Dec. 3rd  - Last Day of Book Fair 
 
Flyers will be sent home on Nov. 22nd with 
more information. 

Suggestion List: 
 

 Box Macaroni & Cheese  Canned tomato products 
 Canned beans   Canned chicken or tuna 
 Canned fruit   Cereal 
 Canned Soup   Rice 
 Condensed milk   Peanut Butter 
 Canned Vegetables   Condiments 
 Meal Mixes, such as Hamburger Helper or Rice-A-Roni 
 
Holiday Dinner suggestions: 
 

     Stuffing Mixes     Bisquick     Cranberry Sauce Pie Filling     Jello 
      
     Canned Yams, Potatoes     Turkey Gravy Mixes     Ham     Turkey  

Did you know…. 
 
Thanksgiving promoted national unity during the 
colonial times.  
 
Presidents before Abraham Lincoln would have a 
one time day of thanksgiving. 
 
New York State adopted Thanks Day in 1817.  By 
mid-19th century, many other states followed this 
tradition. 
 
In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln made      
Thanksgiving a National Holiday with his      
Thanksgiving Proclamation. 
 
President Lincoln made Thanksgiving the last  
Thursday of the month, correlating with the         
anchoring of the Mayflower at Cape Cod, which  
occurred on Nov. 21, 1620. 
  
In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt changed the 
date for celebrating Thanksgiving to the fourth 
Thursday of the month, because Thanksgiving  
sometimes fell on the fifth Thursday, making it too 
close to Christmas and less time for holiday        
shopping.  
 

Congratulation to the twelve students who joined the Young Reporters 
for the Bear Essential News: Jade, Ennoby, Desarae, Granada (5th 
Grade), Elijah, Cynthia (6th Grade), Alexa, Debbie, Jordyn, Emma, 
Olivia (7th Grade) and Meg (8th Grade). 
 
Bear Essential News is a newspaper for kids by kids that comes out 
once a month.  This program was started 26 years ago to help students 
develop their writing and communications skills.  For more            
information, visit their web site at:www.bearessentialnews.com  

Food drive starts November 8th and ends November 23rd 
 

Prizes 
(Book fair gift certificates redeemable at book fair only) 

 

 
Winning classroom (most items donated) - $100 certificate for teacher 
1st place student (most items donated) - $50 certificate 
2nd place student (2nd most items donated) - $25 certificate 
Student Drawing (one entry for each item donated)  - $25 certificate 
                                  (i.e., 10 items = 10 entries) 

Last year, we collected 1,236 lbs. of non-perishable food items.   
Let’s see if we can beat that! 

 
Note:  5 Ramen Noodle packages = 1 donated item  
           Unopened packages only 


